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THE NEED FOR BOOKS 


So serious is the curtailment of the book supply in libraries that 
the A. L. A. convention at Montreal adopted the following resolution: 


“A serious shortage of books exists in public libraries everywhere, 
due to increased demand and decreased income during the last four 
years. Former stocks are worn out. New books cannot be purchased. 
Thus the library has lost in part ability to keep its readers in touch 
with current developments and is not now rendering its full contribu- 
tion to national recovery. 


“Trustees of every library are asked by the Council of the Ameri- 
can Library Association to call this acute situation to the attention of 
appropriating bodies and urge more adequate funds for books. Such 
an increase in book funds should not be made at the expense of per- 
sonnel equally necessary for effective service.” 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Forty-Third Annual Meeting 


TENTATIVE PROGRAM 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin—October 10-12, 1934 
Headquarters—Hotel New Pfister 


Wednesday Afternoon 


Registration in Green Room 

Welcome to Milwaukee 

Greetings from the President 

Address “Adolescent Reading” Professor Douglas Waples 

Talk “Adult Education and the Librarian” Mrs. Jessie W. Luther 


Wednesday Evening 


A Play “The Beacon” 
Talk by an author or poet 


Thursday Morning 
Adult Books of the Year, Miss Mary K. Reely 
Children’s Books, Miss Helen Ferris, editor, Junior Literary Guild 
Informal discussion and questions 


Thursday Afternoon 


Speaker to be announced 
Group Discussions with assigned leaders 
Large Libraries 
Small Libraries 
School Libraries 
Cataloging 
Reference 
Library on the Air 
Adult Education and Leisure Time Helps 


Thursday Evening 


Banquet (Arrangements by Milwaukee Public Library) 
Speaker: Howard Mumford Jones, Professor of English, Uni- 
versity of Michigan 


Friday Morning 


Business meeting and committee reports 
Speaker from A. L. A. on Library Objectives followed by discussion 


Adjournment 





Miss Hazel D. Laing, President of the Wisconsin Library Association, has ap- 
pointed the following nominating committee: 
Miss Natalie T. Huhn, Oshkosh, Chairman 
Miss Ruth P. Hayward, Madison 
Miss Hazel Medway, Milwaukee 
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NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 
Edited by Blanche A. Smith 


The Good Life 


A deserved tribute to Miss Gratia A. 
Countryman, president of the American 
Library Association and chief of the 
Minneapolis Public Library, appears in 
the June 1934 number of the Journal of 
the American Association of University 
Women, under title The Library and the 
Good Life. 

“Human sympathy is the greatest gift 
a library can possibly give people” is 
the motto on which she has patterned 
her work for the community during the 
40 and more years that it has been her 
responsibility to minister to the book 
needs of the city. 

Bess M. Wilson, writer of the article 
adds: 

“The interpretation of this axiom is 
as broad, as kindly, as lacking in sophis- 
tication and smugness as is the library 
system, which includes in its territory of 
service all sections of the city; its fac- 
tories, its hospitals, its schools, its social 
centers, its down-town rooming houses, 
and the offices of its business men. The 
interpretation is based upon careful 
study of individual needs, upon vision 
which sees beyond undisciplined adoles- 
cence into maturity, upon understand- 
ing which senses desperate material 
needs. 

“Even a most casual user of library 
facilities recognizes a public library as 
an information supply house, a book dis- 
pensary, a place for study and entertain- 
ment. But it is no happenstance when 
these same users become aware of the 
institution as an important contribut- 
ing factor to the good of both the pres- 
ent and the future, when they feel that 
here is ‘the city’s most human institu- 
tion’, as one resident of Minneapolis 
termed his library. That awareness is 
the result of an evolution planned and 
forwarded by minds in control, and many 
and varied are proofs that it is in such 
institutions that human needs are met 
in a direct human way. . . 


“Evidence of such need of social con- 
tact gives the thoughtful pause, to won- 
der why some unwise municipal govern- 
ments deem it good financial policy to 
keep tightly closed, for so long a pro- 
portion of the time, the schools and li- 
braries where it might so well be given. 
In some cities where library appropria- 
tions, in spite of greater need, are still 
below normal, during the long evenings 
these public institutions are shut, while 
the cheap movies, the poolrooms, and the 
‘bars’ of one sort and another are widely, 
brilliantly open. Opportunities to travel 
toward ‘the good life’ are thus greatly 
decreased at a time when an enforced 
leisure urges upon men and women the 
call for innocent recreation and enter- 
tainment and for possible study which 
might well mean more valuable citizens 
of the future. . . 


“There is still a semblance of shocked 
surprise in Miss Countryman’s voice 
when she relates an incident which hap- 
pened many years ago when a highly 
trained member of her staff proffered his 
resignation. He was, he said, going to 
another city, because he had ‘small pa- 
tience with the missionary attitude’ 
which he felt dominated the Minneapolis 
library under Miss Countryman’s ad- 
ministration. 

“‘That was,’ she says, ‘the first in- 
timation I had that I had such an at- 
titude. When I became conscious of it 
through his statement, I let it expand, 
believing that knowledge is the right of 
every person, and that, if a librarian is 
to fulfill her function in aiding people 
to obtain knowledge, a very important 
part of her work is the cultivation in 
herself of instincts toward understand- 
ing human needs and tastes. We have 
to have this first, before we can hope 
to help them toward learning or enter- 
tainment or forgetfulness or whatever it 
is they may be seeking in books. The 
academic viewpoint and academic train- 
ing are not sufficient. There must be a 
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genuine culture of soul as well as of 
mind among the possessions of the able 
and finished librarian. 


“Miss Countryman’s belief that 
‘Knowledge is the right of every per- 
son’ is universal among librarians—is 
regarded as the chief tenet of their 
creed, something never to be obscured 
by material aspects. Rather, every aid 
is employed to bring people from all 
walks of life to frequent, friendly, un- 
hampered use of these universities with 
the wide-flung doors, the public li- 
braries.” 


The Libraries Endangered 


Str: I hope you will call the active 
attention of your readers to the plight 
of the public libraries. The fact that 
good books were free and accessible to 
millions of Americans has been one of 
the reasons for hope that an important 
minority of Americans might eventually 
learn to read (I use the word in con- 
tradistinction from whatever it is that 
people do when they submit to the blan- 
dishments of newspaper, magazine and 
cheap fiction). During the first quarter 
of the 20th century this hope began to 
be realized. The minority who read 
good books grew from an infinitesmal 
number to be at least the nucleus of an 
intelligent reading public; the number 
of good books published grew also; and 
the chief source of their distribution 
became the public libraries of the coun- 
try. 

The depression has stimulated both 
the number of readers and the small 
group of serious readers. Since 1929, 
four or five million registered borrowers 
have been added to the library lists, and 
the classification of titles borrowed shows 
increased percentages for works on sociol- 
ogy, political and economic science, phil- 
osophy, psychology, belles lettres, etce., 
in some cases of over 100 per cent. Dur- 
ing this period of depression, appropri- 
ations have been savagely slashed. Many 
important libraries have bought prac- 
tically no new books for several years. 
And the proportion of tax funds de- 
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voted to libraries, at its highest, was 
never more than 1.4 cents on the dollar. 

It is obvious that we have here one of 
the most sinister symptoms of the break- 
down of our system. With increased 
leisure and increased bewilderment, our 
people are turning to serious books for 
the intellectual, emotional and spiritual 
nurture of good books. And the troglo- 
dytes who run our cities select this 
time to save on the penny which public 
opinion has forced them to bestow on 
books. 


The battle to save the libraries is, I 
believe, a major one in our war for 
social reconstruction. All good citizens 
should, and can, join in it. They can 
make investigations of their municipal 
budgets; they can exert pressure on their 
local legislators. They can insist that 
in the common need for economy, an in- 
stitution that does so much for the 
dawning intelligence of the nation shall 
not be sacrificed, but strengthened. 

WALDO FRANK, New York City, 

From New Republic, May 16, 1934. 


Wild Beauty 


An exhibit of some of the Diemer Del- 
ochrome prints of wild flowers brought 
so much pleasure to all of us at the Li- 
brary School that we wish to pass on in- 
formation about them. 

The Delochromes are reproductions of 
flowers so beautifully done that one al- 
most expects to catch a whiff of fra- 
grance or to see a bee settle in the heart 
of one of them. 

For years wild flowers have been the 
hobby of Dr. and Mrs. Diemer and we 
are able to enjoy the fruits of their 
interest and labors. Each flower is pic- 
tured in color, in natural habitat and 
in living posture. Each picture com- 
bines botanical accuracy with an ar- 
tist’s love of beauty. 

There are three forms in which these 
can be enjoyed, by the prints, lantern 
slides and wild-flower lectures. More 
detailed information may be obtained 
from Diemer Photographic Laboratory, 
325 North Randall Ave., Madison, Wis. 
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The Trail Blazer 


Justice is done to many of Wiscon- 
sin’s beauty spots in The trail blazer, a 
sportsman’s and vacationist’s guide to 
the state. Over 800 points of interest 
and more than 400 trout streams are 
shown and made attractive by maps, il- 
lustrations and alluring text. Much ef- 
fort has been made to have the informa- 
tion as accurate as possible. 


A four-page supplement has_ been 
added to later printings (and will be 
contained in a new edition) which lists 
alphabetically all named lakes and 
streams shown on the maps and also 
lists separately fishing waters for bass, 
muskie, wall-eyed and nothern pike. 

E. E. Peterson, editor, State Guide 
Pub. Co., Cantwell Bldg., Madison. 1934 
ed. 50c. 


Talking Books 


After two years of research the lab- 
oratory of the American Foundation for 
the Blind has perfected the process by 
which Talking Books, and their repro- 
ducer, the reading machine, have been 
developed. The first group of these 
books will be ready for circulation in 
the twenty-four libraries having depart- 
ments for the blind in the near future. 
The books have been selected by a com- 
mittee appointed by the Library of Con- 
gress for the purpose, and their publi- 
cation and distribution by the Library 
made possible by the use of a part of 
the Federal appropriation of $100,000 
yearly for books for the blind. In ad- 
dition to the four Gospels and the 
Psalms, six patriotic documents, and 
three plays by Shakespeare, the first 
list of books includes five books of fiction, 
“As the Earth Turns,” by Gladys Hasty 
Carroll, E. M. Delafield’s “Diary of a 
Provincial Lady,” Kipling’s “The Brush- 
wood Boy,” Masefield’s “The Bird of 
Dawning,” and P. G. Wodehouse’s “Very 
Good Jeeves.” New titles will be added 
continually. The research was under- 
written by the Carnegie Corporation and 
philanthropic individuals. — SATURDAY 
REVIPW OF LITERATURE, May 26, 1934. 
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A Method of Determining the Practica- 
bility of Replacing or Rebinding 


A determinative for ascertaining 
whether an inexpensive book should be 
replaced or sent to the bindery depends 
largely upon four considerations: 1. 
Type, 2. General Condition, 3. Margin, 
and 4. Paper. These requisites consti- 
tute a method of approach that are in 
the final analysis absolutely dependent 
on one another. 

1. Type. Is the type full faced, clear 
and large enough so the reader has no 
eye strain? Unfortunately, we find in 
a number of cases where edition after 
edition has been run off the same plates, 
the type is so badly worn, that a good 
clear impression is impossible. 

2. General Condition. a. Are the 
pages badly torn? If too much patch- 
ing is necessary, the book might better 
be replaced. 

b. Have the pages already been 
patched, and to what extent, and with 
what quality paper? If the patching 
has been done with heavy paper, es- 
pecially along the gutter margin, a ser- 
viceable binding can not be had. 

c. How badly are the pages soiled? 
Badly soiled books might better be re- 
placed. 

3. Margins. a. Gutter margin. In 
the modern method of book rebinding, 
unfortunately a portion of this margin 
must be sacrificed. In the process of 
preparing and sewing a book, from 
ws” to %” is used. This margin before 
binding should be a wide % inch. 

b. Outside margin. While not as im- 
portant as the gutter margin, it is nec- 
essary that it be wide enough that after 
a trim has been made, there will still 
remain ample margin for holding the 
book; an outside margin of % is sug- 
gested. 

c. Top and bottom margins. These 
are the least important margins in the 
point of view of rebinding, although 
there should be enough to insure a well 
balanced page. A top margin of % 
and a bottom margin of % is ample. 

4. Paper. Is the paper brittle or stiff? 
This type of paper can not be well sewn, 
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and can not be expected to give much 
service. The reader has the tendency 
to force this type of resewed book to lie 
flat and invariably break the sewing. 

Conclusion. The interdependence of 
these four points is quite obvious. Ac- 
cordingly, we may have a book with all 
the qualities favorable except with re- 
spect to 3a. If the gutter margin is 
very narrow, a serviceable binding can 
not be had. It is therefore probably 
wiser to replace this particular title 
with a better edition. Likewise, we may 
have a book favorable in every respect, 
with a paper with relatively good resis- 
tance to tear and fold, and with good 
fiexibility and yet have the condition un- 
der 2b. It is clear that a determinative 
is quite necessary. 

FRANCIS WM. GRIMM 
Grimm Bookbindery, Madison, Wis. 


Pamphlets 


Originally the word pamphlet was 
used in a very special sense, applying 
to the codicil of a will. Later the mean- 
ing was extended to any small treatise, 
irrespective of subject, occupying fewer 
pages than a book. In the 17th and 18th 
centuries pamphlet literature occupied 
the place later taken by magazines and 
news sheets and was largely responsi- 
ble for the dissemination of knowledge, 
the discussion of social and political the- 
ories, and the formation of public opin- 
ion. So great was the power exerted 
by this form of printed material that 
in 1712 Anne of England instituted a 
pamphlet tax in a two-fold effort to col- 
lect revenue and to reduce the ranks of 
the pamphleteer. 

More recently we associate the term 
with a treatise on some question of 
current or contemporary interest, 
whether it be personal, political or ec- 
clesiastical, on which the author wishes 
to express an opinion or to make an ap- 
peal to the reading public. The tenor 
of the times and the widespread use of 
the periodical as an outlet for contro- 
versial discussion have largely helped 
to displace the pamphlet as a social 
and political force. 
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Today a great economic and social 
movement is in progress—plans are for- 
mulated rapidly, almost over night. 
Magazine columns are not numerous 
enough to accommodate every one who 
has something to offer, and the pamphle- 
teer has returned to explain, to criticize, 
and to abet. 

This is a boon to the librarian with 
depleted budget who is unable to buy 
the books of the day or many periodi- 
cals. Much pamphlet material is avail- 
able gratis or for a comparatively small 
sum. All of it is useful, some for a 
short time only while much has perma- 
nent value. A well organized file is 
timely and may often save the purchase 
of a book. 

In order to achieve satisfactory re- 
sults the collection must be housed and 
arranged in a simple and easily accessi- 
ble fashion. The pamphlets may be filed 
alphabetically by subject or disposed of 
according to class in pamphlet boxes or 
filing cabinets. Index and cross refer- 
ence cards indicate the kind and amount 
of material both to the patron and the 
assistant. Judicious weeding and dis- 
carding save time and effort. 

At present pamphlet collections are 
available in most of the branches and 
in the civics and reference departments 
in the main library. The collection in 
the civics department has been in exis- 
tence for a number of years and is con- 
cerned chiefly with economic and politi- 
cal subjects. It contains both reference 
and circulating material. 

The pamphlet collection in the refer- 
ence department, or “Vertical File” as 
it is popularly known, is of more re- 
It is for reference use only 
but it is hoped that eventually a collec- 
tion will be built up that will allow for 
circulation. The material is divided into 
four parts, each arranged alphabetically 
in filing cases. One section is given over 
to bibliography, a second to biography, 
a third to Chicago, and the fourth and 
largest section contains all material not 
included under the foregoing heads. 
The subject headings are identical with 
those used in the public card catalog. 
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All important pamphlets are cataloged 
by subject, and a reference card appears 
in the P. C. C. in each case. 

In the British Museum there is a pam- 
phlet written by William Laycock in 
which he asks persons to contribute to 
a fund “for the buying up of a Stock 
of scarce Sticht Books and Pamphlets 
amongst which all Bookish Gentlemen, 
well know, that there are to be found 
abundance of excellent Tracts and Dis- 
courses, not treated of in larger books.” 
This is just as true today.—The Chi- 
cago Public Library STAFF NEws, March 
1934. By Mildred E. Bruder. 


New A. L. A. Publications 


Librarians who attended the sessions 
of the Public Documents Round Table 
at the A. L. A. Conference, 1933, will 
be interested in knowing that the papers 
presented there, too bulky to be sum- 
marized for the Proceedings, have been 
issued separately by the A. L. A. under 
the title Public Documents, State, Muni- 
cipal, Federal, Foreign. The volume 
was edited by A. F. Kuhlman, Univer- 
sity of Chicago Libraries, Chairman of 
the Public Documents Committee. It 
embodies invaluable contributions from 
some of the best document librarians, 
social service research workers, the Su- 
perintendent of Documents, and others, 
and concerns itself with The state docu- 
ment center plan; American state docu- 
ments; American municipal documents; 
U. S. documents; and Some unsolved 
bibliographical problems. The last car- 
ries over into the foreign field. The 
book, with its index, covers 233 pages, 
is planographed and priced at $1.75. 


A second edition of Classics of the 
Western World has just been issued by 
the A. L. A. It is an outline of read- 
ings in the humanities, arranged chron- 
ologically from Homer to Freud, and 
forms the basis for the Honors Courses, 
now called Colloquim, offered at Colum- 
bia, the University of Chicago, and else- 
where. It is compiled and edited by the 
Columbia faculty. Libraries which do 
not have the first edition and which 
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have cultivated readers to serve will 
find this new book useful. 128p. $1. 

With all that is appearing in the 
public press about government activities, 
Jerome K. Wilcox’s second bibliography, 
Guide to the Official Publications of the 
New Deal Administrations, published by 
the A. L. A., will help many who are 
looking for information about what is 
going on in Washington. The “alpha- 
bets” are all identified, authority for 
their establishment is cited, their publi- 
cations listed and information given as 
to where the latter may be obtained. 
This is perhaps the most complete check 
on New Deal publications that has yet 
appeared. It covers 113 mimeographed 
pages, has a printed cover, and is priced 
at $1. 

The selection of Sixty Educational 
Books of 1933 prepared at the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library for the N. E. A. 
Journal is available as a reprint from 
the A. L. A. for 15¢. 

Countrywide Library Service by Ethel 
M. Fair, just issued by the A. L. A., em- 
phasizes the larger administrative unit 
as the ideal for effective library service. 
Its thesis will interest many librarians 
in small communities who are looking 
forward to a time when adequate sup- 
port will make adequate service possible. 
Miss Fair’s book is made up of excerpts 
representing many points of view and 
many sections of the country, all skil- 
fully woven together with pertinent edi- 
torial comment. It covers 208 pages, 
cloth bound, and is priced at $2.50. 


Consumers’ Guide 


Under the title Consumers’ Guide, the 
Consumers Counsel of the AAA is is- 
suing a bulletin of information with 
reference to crop conditions, food prices 
and other matters that come within 
its scope. Libraries may be put on the 
mailing list by addressing the Counsel, 
Washington, D. C. 


Prairie Tales 


Charles E. Brown has compiled an- 
other of his interesting folklore booklets. 
This one is Prairie Stories Wisconsin 








148 


and Illinois, and is intended for vaca- 
tion camp story-telling. Price 30¢ from 
Mr. Brown at the State Historical Mu- 
seum at Madison. 


You and Your Government 


The You and Your Government radio 
programs are continuing during the 
summer in the eighth series. They will 
be heard over a nation-wide N. B. C. net- 
work form 7:30-7:45 p.m. E. D. S. T. 
every Tuesday, June 26 to September 25. 

The National Municipal League has 
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been cooperating in the presentation of 
the programs on local government, and 
is publishing the discussions, and dis- 
tributing them for a small charge. These 
broadcasts are very popular among 
teachers and students in the high 
schools and colleges. Many civic organi- 
zations use them as topics for discus- 
sion groups. They have been particu- 
larly popular and useful to such or- 
ganizations as the League of Women 
Voters, taxpayer’s organizations, and 
public officials. 





"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Mrs. Winifred L. Davis, Editor, Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Visits to the libraries of the state reveal that there is no slackening of the ac- 


tivities in spite of the small amount of “’Round the Circle” news recorded. 


It is 


hoped that the reports on library institutes in the June number of the Library 
Bulletin will enthuse other localities to plan for such a “getting-together” in the 


coming year. Ed. 


Arcadia. With the resignation of 
Mrs. Hess, the Library Board has elected 
Miss Bridget Enright as librarian. Miss 
Enright has had experience as a teacher. 
Working under the direction of Mr. 
Lamb, acting librarian, (a graduate of 
the Minnesota Library School) Miss En- 
right plans further study in order to 
equip herself for the present position. 

The library publicity which Mr. Lamb 
has been carrying on should continue to 
bear fruit. The use of the Traveling 
Library’s books to supplement the local 
library’s resources has been constantly 
stressed. As one patron declared: “I 
got just what I wanted through a loan 
from the Traveling Library in two books 
on the mixing of paints for house-paint- 
ing, inside and out.” 

Books received from the Traveling Li- 
brary are listed in the local paper and if 
a six-weeks loan the date of return is 
also published so that patrons can plan 
for those which they wish to read. 


Milwaukee. Archie Tegtmeyer was 
re-elected president of the Milwaukee li- 
brary board at the final meeting of the 


year in June. This is Mr. Tegtmeyer’s 
10th consecutive term. Miss Flora Men- 
gel was elected vice-president. Library 
employes, who have formed their own 
organization, have been authorized, in 
accordance with their request, to have 
an employe representative attend board 
meetings whenever issues of interest to 
the staff are up for discussion. 


Oshkosh. The library cooperated with 
the district flower clubs in their flower 
show at the Raulf Hotel. Also at an- 
other time the library’s own lobby was 
gay with peonies, an exhibit which the 
Horticultural Society sponsored. The 
library’s part as described in the local 
press was concerned with the educa- 
tional point of view announcing the 
many books on peonies, showing how 
they may be identified, best methods of 
raising them, soil fertility and control 
of pests. 

Interesting lists distributed in the 
early summer were: “Books for Young 
People” (recommended for High School 
reading); “Poetry”. Under the latter, 
books were grouped under Appreciation, 
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New Poetry, An- 


thologies. 


New Translations, 


Tomah. Because it will show to 
others the letters we like to get, Miss 
Voswinkel’s letter is quoted for the 
news as well as for our appreciation 
of it. Ed. 

“Over and over, I have thought to 
send you a line concerning our work 
here, but there is always so much to do 
and so little time in which to do it, 
that it gets crowded out; one might jus- 
tifiably think that we did nothing, only 
‘marked time’. Such is not the case, as 
our circulation for 1933 will show—the 
largest we have ever had, 41,918, and 
this, through ro special urge, but repre- 
senting a normal, steady use of the li- 
brary. 

“Our little neighboring towns are so 
appreciative of our efforts to extend to 
them library privileges that two, of 
their own volition, have severally given 
us $15 and $25 this current year, which 
money was immediately devoted to books 
for the youngest children. 

“Our latest ‘advance’ has been the re- 
ceipt of a group of books sent out by 
the International Mind Alcove, on whose 
waiting list we have been for over two 
years, and it is a great pleasure to know 
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that we are now on the permanent mail- 
ing list. We have made an ‘alcove’, with 
a bulletin board above the book shelves, 
on which we displayed the jackets of 
the books; they have ‘taken’ well, as 72 
per cent are now in circulation.” 


Watertown. Mrs. Sara Woodard, widow 
of Frank E. Woodard former banker 
and civic leader, presented the public 
library with several hundred books which 
made up the bulk of her library. In 
addition to the books were pictures for 
the collection and a number of German 
etchings. 

Mrs. Woodard for many years was a 
member of the library board and it was 
at her home that the first meeting for 
the organization of a library in Water- 
town was held. 


Wisconsin Rapids. The special activ- 
ity for the library’s juvenile patrons this 
summer has been the “planting of a 
garden of library books’. A _ prettily 
colored floral seal affixed to each child’s 
record shows the variety of books by the 
variety of flowers, for each kind of 
flower represents a certain subject. For 
example, jonquils represent nature books. 
Reports are that the children have been 
very much interested. 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Charles H. Compton, assistant librarian of the St. Louis Public Library, was 
elected president of the American Library Association for the coming year, and 
the other new officers are: first vice president, Mildred H. Pope, State Library, 
Olympia, Washington, second vice president, James Thayer Gerould, Princeton 
University Library, Princeton, New Jersey; treasurer, Matthew S. Dudgeon, Pub- 
lic Library, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; trustee of endowment funds, Eugene Stevens, 
Federal Reserve Bank, Chicago. 


Members elected to the Executive Board are: Car] L. Cannon, Yale Univer- 
sity Library, New Haven Connecticut; Louise Prouty, Public Library, Cleveland, 
Ohio; and Ida F. Wright, Public Library, Evanston, Illinois. 


Fewer and better libraries serving large areas were advocated in proposals 
prepared by a committee appointed by the executive board of the association and 
consisting of Harry Miller Lydenberg, assistant director of the New York Public 
Library: Ralph Munn, librarian of the Pittsburgh Public Library; Louis R. Wil- 
son, dean of the Graduate Library School of the University of Chicago, and Carl H. 
Milam, secretary of the American Library Association. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


General Works 


Lathrop, Edith A. A _ study of rural 
school library practices and services. 
1934. 105p. illus. U. S. office of edu- 
cation. 027.8 
Report of a study made with the coopera- 

tion of the Carnegie corporation and the 

A. L. A. Covers: The library as a labora- 

tory; The library and the course of study; 

Services of state educational and library 

agencies; County libraries; Other types of 

library service; The rural school library; 

Problems for further study, and includes a 

bibliography. Practically all Wisconsin li- 

braries will want this. 


Biederwolf, William E. The adventure 
of the hereafter. 1934. 176p. Har- 
per, $1.50. 237.2 


A collection of sermons on immortality, re- 
vised from an edition published in 1930. 


Brigham, Johnson. The youth of old age. 
1934. 209p. Marshall Jones, $2.50. 
170 


Mr. Brigham, state librarian of Iowa, has 
brought together from the writings of an- 
cient and modern authors a wealth of quo- 
tations on old age. These are preceded by 
an essay embodying his own observations 
and experiences and comments accompany 
and introduce the excerpts. The arrange- 
ment is alphabetical by author. 


Ferris, Elmer E. Who says old! 1934. 
205p. Sears, $1.75. 170 


Another small volume to add to the grow- 
ing list of books on the wise use of leisure 
time. The author tells how he adapted him- 
self to the enforced leisure that followed re- 
tirement from active business and found a 
philosophy as well as congenial pursuits to 
meet his needs. 


Sociology 


Butler, Nicholas Murray. Between two 
worlds. 1934. 450p. Scribner, $3. 
320.4 


Essays and papers with a bearing on pres- 
ent problems. The two worlds are the old 
world of social and economic thought that 
has passed and the new world being born. 

See Booklist 30: 298 Jun. '34. 


Buell, Raymond L. ed. New govern- 


ments in Europe. 1934. 440p. Nel- 

son, $2.50. 354 

Sponsored by the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion, this is an authoritative survey of pres- 
ent trends in Europe, with special reference 
to the trend toward dictatorship. 


Clark, Victor S. What is money? 1934. 
88p. Houghton, $1. 332.4 
The author, consultant in economics in the 

Library of Congress, attempts to answer the 

question of the title as simply and directly 

as possible. 


Cromwell, James H. R. What is sound 
money, and who will control it, Eng- 
land or America? 1934. 64p. Eco- 
nomic Forum, 25c. 332.4 
Argues that the cause of the depression 

was the corner in gold, and that the way 


out lies through controlled inflation. A good 
presentation of the inflationist point of view. 


Elliott, Mabel A. and Merrill, F. E. So- 
cial disorganization. 1934.  827p. 
Harper, $3.50. 301 


Considers the factors that contribute to 
personal, family and community disorgani- 
zation, such as juvenile delinquency, pros- 
titution, drink, unemployment, divorce, and 
political corruption. Will have a reference 
use for anyone studying these problems. 


The technique of social 
investigation. 1934. 315p. Harper, 
$2.50. 301 


Sponsored by the Institute of Social and 
Religious Research, the organization respon- 
sible for Middletown, this book is intended 
to serve as a guide to the person inexperi- 
enced in social investigation. It takes up 
Planning a survey, Consulting sources, Di- 
rect observation, The interview, Experimen- 
tation and tests, and other steps in the pro- 
cess. Extensive bibliographies and index. 


Fry, C. Luther. 


Gist, Noel P. and Halbert, L. A. Urban 
society. 1933. 724p. Crowell, $3.50. 
323.3 
A textbook on the growth of cities and the 
problems that are peculiar to a city civiliza- 
tion, with a final section devoted to Plan- 
ning and control of urban society. Our 
larger libraries may find a place for it. 
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Gray, Harold S. “Character bad.” 1934. 
258p. Harper, $2. 355.2 


The letters of a conscientious objector in 
the World war, prefaced by something of his 
experiences as a Y. M. C. A. worker in 
England. The writer was an objector on 
religious grounds and the book has a deeply 
religious tone. May be added to the small 
group of books on this phase of the war, 
of which Hey, Yellowbacks, by E. L. Meyer 
(BULLETIN Mar. ’30), is one. 


Groves, Harold M. A tax policy for the 
United States. New Republic, 25c. 
336.2 


Reprint of four articles by a former mem- 
ber of the Wisconsin Tax Commission. 


Guggenheim, Harry F. The United States 
and Cuba. 1934. 268p. Macmillan, 
$2.50. 827 


This book by the ambassador to Cuba 
from 1929 to 1933 “is a review of United 
States relations with Cuba, briefly tracing 
the development of this relationship since 
colonial times. It is a study of the effects 
of the Platt amendment which has governed 
these relations since 1902, and makes definite 
recommendations to modify the Treaty in 
which the amendment is_ incorporated.” 
(Foreword) 


Lies, Eugene T. The new leisure chal- 


lenges the schools. 1933. 326p. illus. 
Nat. Recreation assn., $2. 370.1 


Report of a study on what the public 
schools are offering by way of training for 
leisure time, covering the place of such 
training (in music, art, reading, dramatics, 
etc.) in the curriculum and also extension 
activities out of school hours and for those 
over school age. One of the important pub- 
lications on the subject. 


Lippmann, Walter. The method of free- 
dom. 1934. 117p. Macmillan, $1.50. 
330.1 


A brilliant discussion of the economic fu- 
ture by one of the country’s keenest thinkers. 
Sees the way out through a “compensated 
economy”—freedom of private initiative, but 
with the government consciously assuming 
the duty of keeping the system running. 


The coming American 
revolution. 1934. 314p. Maemillan, 
$2.50. 330.973 
A popular review of the depression and 

the New Deal and speculation as to what is 

ahead, by a writer who apparently is dis- 
appointed that the occurrences of the last 
four years have not produced more profound 


Soule, George. 
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changes. It is the author’s prediction that 
capitalism will emerge as victor from the 
present crisis but that another breakdown 
is almost inevitable in the not distant fu- 
ture. 


Understanding the big corporations; by 


the editors of Fortune. 1934. 292p. 
illus. McBride, $3. 380 
The stories cf International Harvester, 


U. S. Rubber, Ford, Continental Can, Na- 

tional Steel, and six other big corporations 

are told in the flippant manner characteris- 
tic of Fortune, but on the whole romanti- 
cally, with striking illustrations. 

Woll, Matthew. Our next step—a na- 
tional economic policy. 1934. 199p. 
Harper. 330.973 
A discussion of the New Deal from the 

point of view of organized labor. Urges 

that the NRA be not only continued but ex- 
tended. One of the better books on the sub- 
ject. 

See Booklist 30: 302 Jun. ’34. 


The Reference Shelf. Wilson, 90c. 
Bloomfield, D. comp. Sales taxes, gen- 
eral and retail. (336.2) 


Johnsen, J. E. comp. Federal aid to 
education. (379.12) 


Science and Useful Arts 


Boyer, Josephine and Cowdin, Katherine. 
Hay dieting, menus and recipes for all 
occasions. 1934. 384p. Scribner, $3. 

641.5 

Designed to provide recipes to meet the 

dietary theories of Dr. William Howard Hay 

of New York. The principle that starches 

and proteins should not be combined is the 

basis of the system. Offers many interest- 
ing suggestions for menus and recipes. 


Brett, Thomas J. Engineer-custodians 
manual. 1934. 184p. Am. Tec. Soc., 
$2. 621 
A question and answer book intended for 

engineers, custodians, firemen, building su- 
perintendents and others. The contents are 
conveniently arranged by subject and the 
book should be useful to those preparing 
for civil service examinations. 


Ehrlich, Frederic. The new typography 
and modern layouts. 1934. 113p.; 
70 charts. illus. Stokes, $5. 655.2 


Altho it is devoted to the problems of ad- 
vertising layouts, this book covers the whole 
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subject of modern typography and traces 
its development in relation to architecture 
and to the other graphic arts. Well illus- 
trated with many full-page examples of lay- 
out in addition to the 70 charts that fol- 
low the text. 


Garland, Joseph. The road to adoles- 
cence. 1934. 2938p. illus. Harvard 
univ. press, $2.50. 649.1 
The author of The youngest of the family 

(BULLETIN Oct. ’32) here turns his atten- 

tion to the years that follow, from 5 to 15. 

The book is intended for parents and at- 

tempts to treat the child as ‘‘an indivisable 

unit of mind and body,” avoiding the spe- 
cialized treatment of either the mental or 
the physical aspects, usual in such books. 


Joralemon, Ira B. Romantic copper; its 
lure and lore, 1934. 294p. Appleton- 
Century, $3. 669.3 


A popular account of copper and of the 


great copper mines of the world, including 

Calumet and Hecla, the Copper Queen, 

Butte, and Anaconda. Has a glossary of 

mining terms and an index. 

Judge, Cyril Bathurst. Elizabethan 
book-pirates. 1934. 198p. Harvard, 
$2.50. 655.1 


This scholarly work is a contribution to 
the history of books and printing, and also 
the development of copyright. For students 
of these subjects or of the period covered. 


Technics and civiliza- 
495p. illus. Harcourt, 
$4.50. 609 


A history of machine civilization, going 
back to the 10th century for its beginnings. 
The author divides his history into three pe- 
riods: the eotechnic, or era of wind, water 
and wood; the paleotechnic, coal and iron; 
and the neotechnic, electrical energy. Not 
easy reading but stimulating to the intelli- 
gent. Interestingly illustrated. 


Mills, John. Signals and speech in elec- 
trical communication. 1934. 28I1p. 
Harcourt, $2. 621.38 


A series of essays on the principles of 
electrical transmission both by wire and ra- 
dio. Popular in style, altho in appearance 
is not very attractive. Lacks an index. 

See Booklist 30: 304 Jun. ’34. 


Mumford, Lewis. 
tion. 1934. 


Rorty, James. Our master’s voice: ad- 
vertising. 1934. 394p. John Day, $3. 
659.1 


Advertising is pretty completely deflated 
in this book by a former copy writer. Some- 
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what overdone in an attempt to be witty, 
but does a useful service in showing what 
lies behind advertising, the falsity of “truth 
in advertising”, the tie-up between advertis- 
ing and the magazines, radio, etc. 


Strain, Frances B. New patterns in sex 
teaching. 1934. 242p. Appleton— 
Century, $2. 612.6 


A practical approach to the subject that 
many mothers will find helpful. 


Wells, Eric F. V. Lions, wild and 
friendly. 1934. 112p. illus. Viking, 
$2.50. 599.7 


By an Englishman who has made himself 
an authority on the subject. Mr. Wells and 
his wife have “adopted lions as a hobby with 
the sole idea of studying their habits and 
temperament and the manner in which they 
respond to friendly associations with human 
beings and domestic animals.” This book is 
a result of their studies. Excellent illustra- 
tions. 

See Booklist 30: 305 Jun. '34. 


Fine Arts 
Calkins, Ernest E. Care and feeding of 
hobby horses. 1934. 104p. Leisure 
league of America. 790 


A pamphlet publication that will be a val- 
uable help in planning leisure time occupa- 
tions. Mr. Calkins writes delightfully of 
the many pleasant uses that may be made 
of spare time and there is a finding list of 
hobbies filling 14 pages and, most important 
for the librarian, a classified bibliography of 
48 pages. 


Fairbanks, Arthur. Greek art. 1933. 
136p. illus. Longmans, $1.75. 709.38 


A clear presentation of its subject, show- 
ing why it is that we of the modern age re- 
spond so naturally to the art of Greece, 
while that of other countries seems to us 
alien and outside our experience. 


Literature 
Bullett, Gerald W. ed. The English gal- 
axy of shorter poems. 1934. 495p. 
Macmillan, $2. 821.08 


A collection of English poems (none longer 
than Kubla Khan) selected from the whole 
field of English verse from the beginning to 
1900. Contains, according to the compiler, 
“some 300 poems not to be found in any 
other general anthology.” Attractive make- 
up, with author and first line indexes. 

See Booklist 30: 273 May ’34. 
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Chandler, Frank W. and Cordell, R. A. 
eds. Twentieth century plays. 1934. 
327; 259p. Nelson, $4. 822.08 


Contents: BritisH—Pinero, The thunder- 
bolt; Jones, Dolly reforming herself; Han- 
kin, The last of the De Mullins; Ervine, 
John Ferguson; Sheriff, Journey’s end; Rob- 
inson, The far-off hills; Coward, Private 
lives; Maugham, The breadwinner. AMER- 
1ca—Anderson & Stallins, What price glory; 
O’Neill, Marco millions; Rice, Street scene; 
Connelly, The green pastures; Crothers, As 
husbands go. 


Frederick, John T. and Ward, Leo L. 
Good writing: a book for college stu- 
dents. 1934. 2385p. Crofts, $1.75. 

808 


The simple, natural approach to the sub- 
ject of writing should commend this book 
to teachers of English and to those follow- 
ing a course of self-instruction as well. Be- 
gins with discussions of The substance of 
writing, Reading, and Words, before proceed- 
ing to Rules and laws, and devotes later 
chapters to Facts, Ideas and opinions, Tastes, 
Experience, People, Sketch and story. The 
two authors are teachers of composition, 


one at Northwestern university, one at 
Notre Dame. 
Henderson, Harold G. The bamboo 


broom; an introduction to Japanese 
haiku. 1934. 124p. Houghton, $2.50. 
895.6 


The haiku is a traditional poetic form of 
Japan consisting of seventeen syllables, di- 
vided into three lines of five, seven and five 
syllables eageh. 


At the butterflies 
The caged bird gazes, longing— 
Watch his eyes. 


Howard, Sidney. Yellow Jack; a history. 
1934. 152p. Harcourt, $2. 
812 or 822 


In collaboration with Paul De Kruif, Mr. 
Howard has dramatized the chapter from 
Microbe hunters that tells the story of Wal- 
ter Reed and yellow fever, making of it a 
moving and impressive play. 


Knox, E. V. Blue bells. 151p. 
McBride, $1. 827 


A selection of essays from an English hu- 
morist (editor of Punch) somewhat in the 
vein of J. B. Priestley. A pocket sized vol- 
ume. 


1934, 
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Lardner, Ring. First and last. 1934. 
3877p. Scribner, $2.50. 817 or 827 


A collection of Ring Lardner’s non-fiction 
sketches brought together from newspapers 
and magazines by Gilbert Seldes. 


Smith, Logan Pearsall. All trivia. 1934. 
209p. Harcourt, $2. 824 


The brief essays that composed the au- 
thor’s three volumes Trivia, More trivia, and 
Afterthoughts are here reprinted all together 
in one volume. 

See Booklist 30: 222 Apr. ’34. 


Smith, Milton. Guide to play selection. 
1934. 174p. Appleton—Century, $1.25. 
808.2 


Prepared by the National Council of 
Teachers of English, this is a selection of 
plays admirably adapted to answer the ques- 
tions constantly put to librarians. Full 
length plays, One act plays and Practical 
references for producers, are included, but 
the most valuable feature is the tabulation 
which gives, along with other information, 
number of sets, number of actors, the exact 
amount of royalty, and suitability for dif- 
ferent types of groups. 


Strong, L. A. G. and Redlich, Monica. 
Life in English literature. 1934. 547p. 
Little, $1.72. 820.9 
A pleasant introduction to English liter- 

ature written for young people by two Eng- 

lish authors and edited for American schools 
by a teacher in the University of Chicago 
high school. Good for beginners of any age. 


History and Travel 


Bell, H. MacLachlan. 
June. 1934. 226p. illus. McBride, 
$2.75. 917.29 
Descriptive and historical guide to the 

Bahama islands. With its stories of piracy 

and buccaneering, is entertaining to read as 

well as informing. 
See Booklist 30: 275 May ’34. 


Bahamas; isles of 


The two Americas. 
1934. 277p. Scribner, $1.75. 918 
A comparison and interpretation of the 

backgrounds and cultures of North and South 

America, written with the intent of creating 

a better understanding. 

See Booklist 30: 311 Jun. '34. 


Faris, John T. Roaming American play- 
grounds. 1934. 331p. illus. Farrar, 
$3. 917.3 


A survey of America’s scenic and recrea- 
tional resources, In chapters with such titles 


Duggan, Stephen. 
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as Let’s go east to the mountains, Why not 
the Atlantic shore? Do you prefer California 
this year? Or even Alaska? Are you think- 
ing of the national parks? Do you choose a 
dude ranch?, gives a sketchy approach to the 
various attractions. Plentifully illustrated 
but has no maps. 


Lavell, Cecil Fairfield. A biography of 
the Greek people. 1934. 297p. Hough- 
ton, $3. 938 


A thoughtful, fairly popularly-written his- 
tory of Greece, from the cultural rather than 
the political and military point of view. 
Should meet library needs admirably. 


Seeger, Elizabeth. The pageant of Chi- 
nese history. 1934. 386p. illus. 
Longmans, $3. 951 


The author, a teacher of history for the 
grades from fourth through the eighth, found 
that while the curriculum included the his- 
tory of Egypt, Greece and Rome, there was 
very little taught about the Far East. She 
could find few or no textbooks, so after an 
exhaustive study wrote this book to meet 
the need. Intended for children of 12, but 
altho simply written is better suited to 
adults, and all libraries will find it worth 
having. Attractively made up with map 
end papers and illustrations. 


Biography 


Firkins, Oscar W. Memoirs and letters. 
1934. 312p. U. of Minn. press, $2.25. 
921 


The late Professor Firkins of the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota had felicitous gifts as 
a letter writer, and this volume should 
please readers who care for the letter as a 
literary form. The pertinent comments on 
books and plays of the past 20 years are 
also of interest. 


Hanighen, Frank C. Santa Anna; Napo- 
leon of the West. 1934. 326p. illus. 
Coward, $3.50. 921 
A biography that contributes to the his- 

tory of the Mexican war period. For larger 

libraries. 
See Booklist 30:313 Jun. ’34. 


Hylander, C. J. 
1934. 216p. illus. 


American inventions. 
Maemillan, $2. 
920 


Brief, straightforward accounts of 19 of 
America’s leading inventors, from Benjamin 
Franklin to C. Francis Jenkins (cinema and 
television) and Lee De Forest (radio), with 
18 others referred to in the appendix. Ju- 
venile or adult. 
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Lucas, E. V. ed. Post bag diversions. 
1934. 259p. illus. Harper, $2.75. 
921 


Mr. Lucas shares with the reader extracts 
from the letters he has received from his 
friends, many of them wellknown men of 
letters—J. M. Barrie, Hilaire Belloc, Joseph 
Conrad, Walter De la Mare, Stephen Leacock, 
Christopher Morley, Eden Phillpotts, Hugh 
Walpole and others. 


Nine etched from life. 
1934. 3883p. McBride, $3. 920 


Character sketches, based on interviews, 
of nine important post-war figures: Nansen, 
Masaryk, Briand, Rathenau, Motta, Lloyd 
George, Venizelos, Mussolini and Stalin. 

See Booklist 30:313 Jun. ’34. 


Ludwig, Emil. 


Mathews, Basil. John R. Mott, world 
citizen. 1934. 469p. illus. Harper, 
$3. 921 
Biography of a man who, as international 

secretary of the Y. M. C. A. and in other 

positions of like character, has devoted his 
lifetime to the promotion of Christian fellow- 
ship among students. 

See Booklist 30: 252 Apr. ’34. 


Palmer, John. Ben Jonson. 1934. 330p. 
Viking, $3.50. 921 
A scholarly biography of importance to 

students of the Elizabethan period. For col- 

lege and larger libraries. 


Sherrill, Charles H. A year’s embassy 
to Mustafa Kemal. 1934. 277p. illus, 
Seribner, $3. 921 
The author’s account of his year as am- 

bassador to the Turkish republic together 

with the story of Mustafa Kemal’s early 
years and his rise to power. 


Wharton, Edith. A backward glance. 
1934. 3885p. Appleton—Century, $3. 
921 


The remarkable thing about Edith Whar- 
toh’s life is that, born into such a blue- 
blooded atmosphere, she ever became a 
writer at all, and her book is interesting 
for its picture of this social background (now 
gone forever) as well as for its story of a 
writer's development. Has interesting ma- 
terial for clubs and discussion groups. 


Fiction 
Bridges, Victor. I did not kill Osborne. 


1934. 301p. Penn, $2. 


A somewhat better than average mystery 
story in which an amateur detective who has 
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himself been acquitted of the murder, finds 
the solution. 


Cauffman, Stanley H. The witchfinders. 
1934. 347p. Penn, $2. 


Historical romance of 17th Century Eng- 
land with a background of witchcraft ac- 
cusations. With its double love story makes 
pleasant summer reading in spite of its 
grim theme. 


Delafield, E. M. The provincial lady in 
America. 1934. 245p. Harper. 


The Provincial Lady has usually been 
classed as fiction, but this volume might 
just as suitably rank with Travel. It fol- 
lows the adventures of that heroine in Amer- 
ica, to which, after suitably tearful and dis- 
tracted partings from the family and final 
admonitions from the Vicar’s wife, she de- 
parts on a lecture tour. None of them will 
ever quite equal the first volume, but this, 
the third, has the charm of local appeal. 


Hay, Ian. David and destiny. 
317p. Houghton, $2. 


Well written and interesting story of the 
rise of a Scotch musical genius. The reader 
follows him from the streets of London, 
through an apprenticeship as organ blower, 
to the New York vaudeville stage and finally 
back to real music in London. Pleasant ro- 
mance and good character study. 


1934. 


Hilton, James. Good bye, Mr. Chips. 
1934. 126p. Little, $1.25. 


The story of an English school master, 
revealing his life in retrospect after he 
reaches the age of retirement. <A _ tender 
and beautifully written story. 


Knox, Timothy. Death in the state 
house. 1934. 245p. Houghton, $2. 


An excellent murder mystery in which the 
reader is taken every step of the way in 
the deductions that lead to the solution. 


Larssen, Gosta. Our daily bread. 
4388p. Vanguard, $2.50. 


A touching and affectionately told story 
of a working man’s family in Sweden. Par- 
ticularly good in its delineation of the chil- 
dren. The time is that of the great general 
strike and labor troubles enter into the story. 
As the first of a trilogy it comes to no defi- 
nite conclusion. 


1934. 


Lide, Alice Alison and Johansen, Mar- 
garet Alison. Dark possession. 1934. 
3398p. Appleton—Century, $2. 

South Carolina colony in the early eigh- 
teenth century is the background for this 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


155 


story of Theo Halstad’s life which was 
ruined by a haunting fear of the devil wor- 
ship of the negroes on his plantation, and a 
woman’s dominating love. There are many 
interesting characters and stirring scenes, 
and the life of the times on the plantation 


and in Charles Town is vividly depicted, 

but the realistic descriptions of several 

events may offend some readers, 

Montague, Margaret Prescott. Closed 
doors. new ed. 1934. 216p. Hough- 
ton, $2. 


A new edition of Miss Montague’s book of 
stories about deaf children, with one added 
story. 


O’Dell, Scott. Woman of Spain. 
299p. Houghton, $2. 


This romance of early California tells the 
story of the Spanish settlements and a young 
Yankee who lands from a trading ship. 
The picture of the life and times is excel- 
lent and the characterization good. 


1934. 


Prior, Loveday. A law unto themselves. 
1934. 354p. Little, $2. 


An excellent novel of the middle ages, 
and of those robber barons of Austria, each 
of whom was a law unto himself. Shows 
the gradual coming of law and order, the 
introduction of more civilized habits of life 
and, in the building of a road, the beginning 
of a cooperative society. At the same time, 
in the life of Louise, daughter of one such 
baron, wife of another, it tells an appealing 
human story. 


Taylor, Katherine Haviland. Boulevard. 
1934. Lippincott, $2. 


Pleasant and entertaining story of what 
happens when a New York millionaire de- 
cides to take his spoiled and sophisticated 
daughter to live in a small city in Pennsyl- 
vania. Romance, mystery and humor make 
it a good light novel. 


Vachell, Horace Annesley. Nether Ap- 
plewhite. 1934. 340p. Houghton, 
$2.50, 


Story of the cross-currents which under- 
mine the apparent outward calm of an Eng- 
lish rural village. The disappearance of 
Martha Penny, an old gypsy who knew too 
much about many villagers’ secrets, and the 
attaching of suspicion of murder on several 
people, introduces a mystery which is skill- 
fully untangled by the village constable and 
doctor without revealing too many skeletons 
in cupboards. The characters are well 
drawn, especially doctor Girling, Caleb Cul- 
verhouse, the constable, and Nancy White, 
about whom the story centers. 








156 


Vercel, Roger. In sight of Eden. 1934. 


254p. illus. Harcourt, $2.50. 


All of the action in this well-written novel, 
translated from the French, takes place on 
board a fishing vessel bound for Greenland 
waters where the three mile limit keeps the 
men in sight of land but shut off from it. 
Primarily a psychological story with some 
frank talk that may give offence. 

See Booklist 30: 280 May '34. 


Walsh, Maurice. The road to nowhere. 

1934. 3875p. Stokes, $2.50, 

For all who like romance, adventure, Irish 
life, gypsy lore and a good fight, here is a 
novel made to order. Good print added 
makes it an admirable hospital book. 


Children’s Books 


Book of Indians; illus. by Arnold L. 
Hicks. illus. Gabriel, linenette, 60c; 
pa. 25c. 

Twelve full-page pictures in color showing 
typical scenes from the life of the woods 
Indians, building the canoe, grinding corn, 
harvesting wild rice, etc. Admirable for li- 
braries in this state. 


Book of trains; illus. by Grif Teller. 
1934. Gabriel, linenette, 60c; pa. 25c. 
A splendid picture book for small boys, 

notable for the accuracy of its pictures. 


Comfort, Mildred H. Happy health sto- 
ries. 1934. 160p. illus. Beckley— 
Cardy, 70c. 613.2 


A fourth grade reader planned to supple- 
ment important points in the teaching of 
health. 


Freeman, G. La Verne and Freeman, 
Ruth Sunderlin. The child and his pic- 
ture book. 1933. 102p. Northwestern 
University press, $1.25. 372 
The authors have made a special study 

of children’s tastes and preferences in illus- 

trations. Their conclusions have an impor- 
tant bearing on the making and the selec- 
tion of children’s books and their work should 

come to the attention of all children’s li- 

brarians. The child’s first picture book 

($1.50) by the same authors is an example 

of the type of illustrated book they recom- 

mend for children. 


Harshaw, Ruth. Reindeer of the waves. 
1934. 288p. illus. Rand, $2.50. 
Tormented by the idea that his father, 

reported killed in a sea battle, had gone to 

Valhalla without honor, Thorkel, at the age 

of 12, sets out to find him. His mother em- 
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broiders a reindeer on the sails of his 
ship to insure its success. There is a trace 
of the spirit of the sagas in the tale and the 
simple, colorful illustrations by Margaret 
Iannelli emphasize this effect. For boys and 
girls in the lower grades. 


Grady, William E. and others. Children 
near and far. (Childhood readers) 
1934. 3832p. illus. Scribner, 75c. 


A third grade reader that will be a valu- 
able addition to the library’s collection of 
stories. Contains selections, somewhat 
adapted, from such books as The little house 
in the big woods, Adventures of a brownie, 
and Peter Pan and is attractively illustrated. 


King, Marian. The golden cat head. 
1934. 109p. illus. Whitman, $1.50. 
A collection of Dutch folk tales presented 

by the author of Kees. Pictures by Eleanore 

Hubbard Wilson. 

King, Marian. Kees and Kleintje. 1934. 

80p. illus. Whitman, $2. 


Similar in format to Kees (BULLETIN Jan. 
°31) to which it is a successor. Pictures by 
Elizabeth Enright. 


Lindman, Maj. Snipp, Snapp, Snurr and 
the magic horse. 1933. illus. Whit- 
man, $1. 

Snipp, Snapp, Snurr have become popular 
in two previous books, dealing with red 
shoes and gingerbread. Here they take a 
ride on a magic horse and visit Candy Land. 
They are still alluring and will give pleasure 
to their devotees. 


Reynolds, Helen M. In our backyard. 
1934. 152p. illus. Scribner, 72c. 


In this little book children of today may 
read of the days when their mothers were 
little girls, about 1890 or so. Hanging May 
baskets, the visit of the ragman, the Thanks- 
giving sleigh ride, are some of the events. 


Morton, J. B. Who’s who in the zoo. 
1933. 1783p. illus. Houghton, $2. 821 


Humorous verses about the animals, birds 
and fishes usually found in the zoo, with il- 
lustrations by Cecil Alden done in the same 
vein. The humor in the pictures does not 
lean too much toward the grotesque nor does 
it destroy their value as good studies. Old 
and young will enjoy it. 


Sowers, Phyllis Ayer. Nam and Deng. 
1933. 1388p. illus. Crowel, $1.50. 


A readable account of everyday life in 
Siam, with illustrations that not only give 
an attractive interpretation of the text but 
are properly placed in relation to the text. 
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Tippett, James S. A world to know. 
1933. 7lp. illus. Harper, 75c. 
811 or 821 
Another little book of verses about every- 
day things: 
Puppies and lambs and kittens to touch! 
Satins and silks to feel! 
Sugar and salt and honey to taste! 
Fragrant fruits to peel. 


Beautiful, wonderful, pleasant world! 
And a child who would know it well 
Has everything to see and hear, 

To touch and taste and smell. 


Woodburn, James A. and Hill, Howard C. 
Early America. 1934. 470p. Long- 
mans, $1.20. 973 
A readable school history covering our 

country’s story up to the formation of the 


Union. More of a school text than a library 
book, but may have a place. 


For Older Boys and Girls 


Alcott, Louisa M. An old fashioned girl. 

Little, $1. 

This title, with Jack and Jill, Hight cou- 
sins, Under the lilacs, and Rose in bloom, 
are now added to The Orchard House edi- 
tion, noted in the Bulletin, Mar. ’34. 


Brink, Carol Ryrie. 
pen on the river. 
Macmillan, $1.75. 


Historical and geographical interest are 
combined in this well told story of post-war 
Paris. Fourteen year old Jacques came alone 
to Paris to find La Belle Oudette, the barge 
which had belonged to his father. How he 
succeeded in finding the boat and also his 
life work makes this really interesting story. 


Anything can hap- 
1934. 224p. illus. 


Kirkland, Winifred and Frances. Girls 
who became artists. 1934. 115p. 
Harper, $1. 709 or 920 


Girls with an artistic urge will be de- 
lighted with these sketches of the lives of 
eleven other girls who have found fame and 
pleasure in devoting their lives to art in 
some form or other. Wanda Gag, Pamela 
Bianco, Marguerite Kirmse, Margaret Bour- 
ke-White, Meta Warrick Fuller, Cecilia 
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Beaux, Madame Le Brun, Angelica Kauff- 
mann, Janet Scudder, Anna Hyatt Hunting- 
ton, Malvina Hoffman, are the subjects of 
the sketches. 


Mirza, Youel B. Son of the sword. 1934. 
21lp. illus. Viking, $2. 


The author of Children of the housetops 
draws again on his memory to write of the 
adventurous life of a Kurdish boy whose 
education consists of learning to ride, to 
shoot and to be brave. This is the story 
of how Jilu grew up, took part in a raid on 
a neighboring tribe, and how he fulfilled his 
vow to avenge the death of his father, chief 
of his tribe. Tribal life and ideals are 
sympathetically portrayed. Older boys will 
like the spirited story. 


Pease, Howard. The ship without a 
crew. 1934. 304p. illus. Doubleday, 
$2. 

This is a combination of two favorite 


themes for boys, a sea story and a mystery. 
Stan Ridley, a student in an American col- 
lege, suddenly decided that he ought to re- 
turn to Tahiti and find out why he was not 
hearing from his father. He worked for his 
passage on the tramp steamer Araby. His 
discoveries on the journey and after he ar- 
rived make a thrilling tale. 


Prescott, William H. The conquest of 
Mexico. 1934. 594p. illus. Junior 
Literary Guild. $3. 972 
This time-honored and popular history is 

here reduced to readable limits for boys and 

girls by eliminating the first part, on Aztec 
civilization, and the third part, on the later 
life of Cortez. Striking illustrations by 

Keith Henderson add vividness to the narra- 

tive. Introduction by Carl Van Doren. 


Popular Copyrights, 75c. 
Bassett. Twin lights 
Canfield. Deepening stream 
Deland. Captain Archer’s daughter 
Hull. Heat lightning 
Ross. Tragedy of Z. 
Sabatini. Black swan 
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